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City Fathers
Discuss Union
At Meeting

| City commissioners went intc
|an informal huddle with Gobe!
|F. Cravens of Oklahoma City
CIO field representative whe
(was appearing in the interest ol
{members of the Bartlesvile
Municipal Employes Local In
=dust€!I]z:;: t_lI‘lﬁiun No. 1692, at a
mee ursday night at the

Civic Center. S e
ACCOMPANIED BY THREE
city operating

employes from
departments, Cravens said he
understands the commissioners
|are of the opinion the union is
illegal, and explained he came
here at the invitation of a group
orrcit.}' employes.

| “Nobody had their arm twisted
|to oin the union,” he declared,
{stating that the local municipal
|union would like to enter into
|discussions or negotiations with
(the city management.

| *“I haven't been able to find a

law restricting the city manage- .

ment from bargaining with em-
|ployes,” the CIO representative
|declared,

“If it is a question of wheth-

| er the city could enter nego-

tiations with somebody claim-

Inf to represent the employes
wit

h the idea of entering into

. a contract, my own view is |
i that the city can't do that,”™
| Mayor R. H. Hudson fold the

union leader. iphTs

i vl F:\'
We are perfectly willing zor’ ‘-
Ei;,g employes to come before the

rd,” the mayor continued,
agreeing “that some inequities
and inequalities will have to be
&?::gr_:ted and we intend to do
“I don't want the commission-
ers to think we're big, bad
wolves,” Cravens told the board,
*You wouldn’t be making a con-
tract with me—you wolild THe
making it with employes® ko
Cravens asked recognition of
{cfmtinued on Page 2) ,

. on_‘‘reco

g

- 'representative entered into the

Continued From Page 1

the commissioners of Local

1692, and discussion followed on

:l.rhat was meant by ‘“‘recogni-
on-}l

Alton Rowland, city attorney,
and Hudsor told «Cravens that
the commissioners have never
protested city employes joining
a union, and have never threat-
ened to discharge any employes
for union affiliations,
© “T appreclate that,' Cravens
sald, with ﬂﬁls ending the topic,
on"I

HUDSON TOLD the CIO rep-
't ientative the commissioners
are planning a classification svs-
tem for city employes and are
‘Eoing to try to see that heads of

epartments look after the In-
terests of city employes.

“T{ the employes are dissatis-
fled with thelr classification or
gay they can come up and be

eard,” the mayor stated. "'We
would like fo raise the pay of
all our ecmployes, but the first
thing we would have to do would
be to find the money."

Hudson ?aint.ed a sad plcture
on the city's financlal status, clt-
ing charges for hauling garﬁase
and trash and the use of sewers,
dog taxes and cccupational taxes
to make up the difference be-
tween what was asked and
“what the excise board says we!
can spend.” He also mentioned!
coming expenses on repalring|
the sewer system and streets, |

“I'm sure you recognize a |
wage of $145 or $160 a month |
is pitifully small on which to |
raise a family,"” Cravens coun- |
tered. |

Rowland r eplled: “We've
seratched our heads many al
night trying to flgure how to fix
up a broken down police car or|
carry wages along,” after which|
Hudson sald “if there’s any way|
we can give them rellef we will|
lend a sympathetic ear, I'm sure|
the city couldn’t enter Into a
bargaining contract.” |

Cravens charged that “Indl-
rect dealings” — promises of
wage Increases that were never

NONE OF THE THREE e
mployes accompanying the C

“eonversation.

Cravens indleated the clty em-
ploves will held a  follow-u
meeting tonight when he reques
ed City Clerk Eva Sanderson for

\| a meeting place reservation at

the Civic Center.
~~As the meeting got underway,

H’the commissioners’ room was

filled to overflowing by a dele-
gatlon, mostly women, whose

- spokesman sald “‘some of us are

wondering if any subversion ls

going on in our library. ;
“Some people who nse the

library have the feeling thers |

%

is a preponderan-e of cerinin
literature,” she added.
Hudson informed her that is a
matter under control of the Ii-
brary board. e
Another woman Inguire” “are
Hsts of books and p-erindica.lﬁ
gone over by the library board?
RUSSELL DAVIS, a member
of the library board who was at
the session, answered that as a
group the board does not check
the books and periodicals, and
that book orders are entirely in
the hands of the librarian.
Davls, speaking for the library
board, sald the board would
make a complete Investigation
and report back to the commis-
gloners within 30 days 1f the
commissioners desired, and this
an met the approval of the clty
ads.

Four women were selected
from the delegation to work
with the library board on the

investization.
A written request from Dr.
. L. Johnson for parl'ng re-

stricted to patlents, destors and
nurses in front of the new medi-
cal center at Fifth and Cherokee
was declined bv the commis-
sloners.

The commissloners voted to
meet again next Monday night to
complete unfinished business.
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