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wodern reading exoerts

xoal of a good reading »rogrem is to instill in toeday's

ny 5 - 33 l 3
children 2 love ol reading. One basic

rzading progran is a wide variety of easy readins material

and enjoy freely and naturally just as an
adult does.2 Interssting, attractive books are odrovidsad in
abundance for vouns rsaders by the »ublishers of childrsn's
books. Howsver, there is a2 zreat de=l of evidence to show thatb

many of these books are introduced fromw one Tto three years

before the average student has the bacliiground experience and

J

reading ability required for theilr apnreciation.s Sel=chbing

03

G

.

beoks that primary children can rsad indspendently and zuccess-

fully is a problemn in itself, and one reguiring careful ccn-

i.Jo

sideration if a child's love of reading is To be devsloped.

Therefore, the sole objective of this study was the devel-
onmment of a sultable list of primary Dbooks for the use oi those

whose tasgk it is to seslect books for »nrimary srades.

Ui

The lieed for z Decendable Sook List. Suverintendents and

wrimeinals are most often confronted with the task of choosing

library books. iiany of these officials Tfind it necessary to

1. . - » R . .
Phvllis 0. Edwards, "dMeetinzg the Needs of Children
through the Elementary Library."

2nThe Mac Millien Reeders," Service Bulletin, »o. 1-2.

BEarnest Horn, "The ILuprovement of Leisure Keading."



order from publishers' lists or book salesmen. As g result

a teacher frequently finds she has been given books te use that
are too difficult to allow her children easy =nd enjoyable
reading.l Even if the choice of books were left to the teacher,
the results wight not differ greatly, for most teachérs are

not familiar with a wide variety of books nor with enouzh of
the latest books to make a good selection.ejﬁany school libra-
aries are filled with a nondescriost book bollection which
included anticuated titles, inferior editions, and = lack of
balance in subject matter.3 Schools cannot afford such a

]

waste of library funds. Every book should be a vositive asset

w

instead of a possible liability if the school library is to be
Turnished adeguately with modern, readable materials. Con-
vincing proof that library funds must be spent wisely is
forthcoﬁing if state allotments for school libraries are noted.
In the various states these range from forty cents oner caild

to one dolla:r'.LP In dissouri the state allotment averages
seventy cents per child snd the total allotment amounts to

5

less than one tenth of one percent of the total school budzet.

This certainly is not enough to furnish a library sdeguately;

1 . ,
Albert J. Harris, How to Increase Heading Ability, o. L1I.
2

E. £. 0'Reilly, "Providing Library Facilities in the School.™
3oc. cit.,

%01Reilly, op. cit., p. 487

>Personal letter from Oscar G. Schunn, Director of Ed-
search and Statistical Information, State Department of Zd-



but by wise spending libraries can gradually be built up so
that they will be far more satisfactory than they are at
present. If it were possible to read or carefully examine
every b ook before purchasing it, better books might fill
the book shelves. However, few sunerintendents or teachers
have the time, nor the books available for such study. Com-
mercial book lists can alsc nrove to beyvery disappointing
because they are not always accurete in grade placement.l
Therefore, there seems to be a definite need for a depend-
able book list adapted to the interests and abilities of
children at each grade level. The American Library Asso-
ciation has published basic lists of books on the national
levelvhich are quite authentic. However, the list campiled
in this study is adapted to local conditions, basic primary
texts used in this area, and local courses of study.

The Setting of the Problem. Oftentimes there is a marked

difference between what children choose to read and what
teachers and librarians recommend.2 Books selected by adult
committees as the best children's books of the year have often
beenrmeglected on library shelves.3 It is important, then,

that oks provided for children's leisure reading be those which
children will read freely with interest and enjoyment. The
primary pupils in the author's school were very helpful here

because thelr acceptance or rejection of a book was often a

lHorn,loc. cit.,

Harris, op. cit., ». LO8.

3

Harris, on. cit., Dp. LO7.
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deciding factor in book selectioms. ~These small Judges were
neveraware of the role they played. This was important because
studies show children's preferences can be influenced greatly
by the attitudes of their teaehers.l Books chosen had to be
those children could and would read voluntarily. It should>be
noted; however; that books these children rejected were often
those with new and strange ideas; when these were read to them
and they became familiar with the concents therein, they
accepted and read many of these books for themselves. This
goes back to the previous idea: children's reading preferences
could be and were influenced by the teacher. In most cases: the
teacher's influence is a good thing as it helps expand children's
reading interests by introducing them to better examples of
their favorite reading and gradually leads them into other fields
and to other subjects.® However, for the most part, books
included in this primary list were limited to those withinthe
limits of subject matter and ideas already familiar to theyoung
readers of the primary gradés. \

The primary children used in this study were those of the
first three grades of a small town elementary school. Thefe
were between ninety and one hundred pupils. Both rural and town
pupils were included. The children's narents were of the labor-

ing class, and, since many of them had limited educations, they

1 .
Harris, on. cit., p. 411

2
Mary Hill Arbuthnot, "Why Tell Stories ® Children,"™ p.9ff.



were not adequately prepared to help their children choose
reeding materials wisely. In some cases the only reading mat-
erial in the home was the daily newspaner, with perhans comic
books and inferior fiction magazines. This situation was

tyrical of many the author had encountered in vears of teaching
in the rural and small town schools of southwestern Missouri.
These children needed to be encouraged to read voluntarily, to
increase their reading ability and to use that ability to
increase their enjoyment of 1life through the medium of good
books. The first sten in the right direction would be a library
filled with an abundance of interesting, attractive books these
boys and girls could read indevendently. It was while searching
through three libraries for suitable books.that the first thoughts
occurred to the author of developing a primary book list which
could be denended uvon to furnish beoks children cculd read suc-
cessfully and indepnendently.

Procedure Used in Develoning the Book List. Before a book

list could be made, criteria had to be set un so that all books
coruld be judged in a uniform manner. The develonment of those
criteria is discussed at length in the following section of the
study. The second step was the locating of book scurces to vhich
the eriteria could be anplied.

The school librarieé of Webb City, Missouri were the first
source explored. The public libraries of Joplin, Missouri and
Webb City were another. The book stalls which various book
companies set up during the teacher's convention were a source

of the latest children's books. The book stores and book devart-



ments of stores in Kansas City, iissouri and Joplin supnlies new
titles. Some commercial book lists were useful because they con-
tained namesg of books used successfully in previous years by the
author.

Some writers' books consistently staved within the limi-
tations of primary vocabuleries; consegquently book lists pIro-
vided more of their book titles. After books were listed they
were annotated, and severzl cross indices were made to facil-
itate thelr use by author, publisher, grade level, or subject
matter. The various indices are contained in the third section
of this naper.

It is the belief of some teachers thst since thore are many
superior books in the book shops and libreries, children should

1 '
not be confined tc bock lists. It is acgrezd that this sh-uld

]

be true of the individu=zl child 2t home sné nerhans also of the

| 4

older child whose reading hebits =re well eztshlished. Howevar,
prizary teachers should make reading a habit with primary children
and this is pos=sible only if good books are available and easy
enough for success in the reading process. A zood library will
supplement and enrich the basic reading program. It will be
Paried enough to suit individual tastes, have ranse enough to

satisfy the superior child's need for new material, and enable

the child of low ability to fird metsrial on his own social and

IMeiien A. Webb, "Do Bur Pupils Hesd Books."



DEe only

sranted thet rublishers do want to zeep their bock lists accurate
because thelr businezs depends upon book sales. Yet in loocking
over book lists the writer has noted tnst wany of the nronle who
write children's vooius and those woo clasgify them ars thinking
of books in relation tc the individual child who will read and
be encouraged to read =2t home. This ieg gulite different from
thinking of books in relation to childr as a group in the
school esituation, where leisure reading activities must be
aursued with a minimw: of help from the tescher. Children, as
individuals, should have 2 greater variety of books for sersonal

use; but children a&s a groun need an abundznce of books within

the limitations of vocabulzry a2nd subject matter familiar to

voluntary reading easy and suecessful. This is
true of the priuwary graedes rather than of intermediats or unper
srades wgerv the curriculum has broadened to include dsilv many
new concents.

The list herein does not inciude all of the late attresctive

ghildren's books on the primary level; nor does it contain the

variety of books the author wduld lilke to oresent if time

Bernice itundy and Lvelyn R. Girsrdia, "lhe Use of
by Children.™ '



permitted. Probably not even a very large percentage of the
great number of children's books are listed here. They are
many delightful, inexpemsive books which can be purchased at the
dime stores. Since these are paper-backed books and not very
durable, they were not listed as library funds were too meager
to be expended on books which could not last a school year.
However, some of the better paper-backed preprimers by authors
of basic texts were included in the first grade list because
the reading material at the preprimer level is very limited.
This 1ist is offered merely as an aid to primary teachers
who need a usable school library. It is not the complete
answer to a balanced library, but it will heln to build a work-
ing one. No book list can remain up-to-~date because new books
are constantly being published. This one will need to be
revised, modernized, and added to from time to time. It should
also be mentimed abain that this list is adapted to local
conditions, basic primary texts used in this area, and local
courses of study. The interests and abilities of children of
this region may differ from those of other localities in the
United States because of the variations in cultural, geog-
raphical, and educational experiences available in this vast
land of ours. Since the children here lacked an experiential
backgrcund in some areas, books such as those about the sea,
marine. 1life, and people of foreign descent have been held to a

minimum, given a higher grade placement, or cmmitted altogether.



It was impossible to omit some books whose vocabulary
content included words beyonrd the primary level. Oftentimes
pictures were carefully integrated with the story and the child
cculd get clues from them. Some books, although having easy
vocabularies, were filled with strange ideas or had a sentence
structure that made reading difficult and had to be omitted.

Classes will vary in maturity. Therefore grade level
nlacement, while kept within vocabulary limitations of each grade,
could be only suggestive. A mature group of students or a
superior group might read books at the next level. An immature
group might not be able to cover even those books on their grade
level.

There has been an attempt to keen books with strange
contents at a minimum, but it must be noted that if a teacher
will spend time acouainting children with unfamiliar topics,
they can read some of these books for themselves. Words and
ideas which are heard are more éasily understood when presented
in print.

There has also been a very liberal interpretation of books
at the high third level. Children of above average intelligence
usually have learned most of the word attack skills by the time
they reach the third grade: therefore they do not seem to be
as restricted in their reading as do the average and low third

graders.
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THE CRITERIA

Book selections can not be made until the basic charac-
teristics of a good book are analyzed and criteria are selected
for judging all books. Ilany writers have condidered this »roblem
and listed criteria which produced valid selecticons in accdrdf
ance with their objectives. Viewpoints mary as to the charac-
teristics of good books but many lists of criteria contain an
underlying pattern of similiarity. Munsonl selected scope,
coverage, variety, readability, and attractiveness as essentials.
Stratton®wanted variety and a reading range of sik to seven
years to cover the experience range and reading ability among
the pupils. Buell’ believed that children should have a great
deal of contemporary material in their resading and her criteria
included vital, interesting subject matter full of new experiences,
and containing realistic, convincing characters. Edwardsh thought
books ought to meet children's needs, be selected to fit the read®
levels and interests of children, have a range of four to six
years in difficulty, and a correlate with the local courses of

study. Girardia? agreed that the library should meet the needs

lMunson, op cit., . 9

A. Mason Stratton, "A Contribution to Better Reading."
JLewis Ellen Buell, "building a Children's Library."

hEdwards, op. cit., p. 59

5
Mundy, op. cit., p. 505.



11

of the children both as individuals and as a group; and also
satisfy childrenat all levels of reading ability. Hornl stressed
adaptation of selections to the interest and abilities of students
at each level.

The criteria most generally agreed upon seem to he: variety,
readability, and adaptation to meeds, experiences, and interests
of the children. Other noteworthy criteria include: attracs
tiveness of books, contemporary materials, and correlation with
local courses of study.

Because criteria consisting of meny items would tend to
cause confusion, slow up evaluation, and place too much
emphasis on trivial itmms, criteria selected are limited to
a few items of real importance in terms of children's needs,

Then in the time available, an effort is made to get as nearly
an objective evaluation as possible on the main items.

Since the author's goal in this study is a list of books
suitable for successful, indenendent reading, readability is of
utmost importamce. In order to get children to want to read
independently, books must be attractive enough to arcuse
curiosity, simple encugh to carry the reader alomg, and in-
teresting enough to hold the child's attenticn to the end.

The color and action in the pictures, the size of the book,
and the kind and size of the print are physical properties that
attract the child. Intriguing, easy to read contents hold his
attention. Therefore the three main criteria selected for

consideration are: readability, content interest, and physical

lHorn, op. cit., p. 339.
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attractiveness.

Most of the criteria generally agreed upon by others as
important are included in the three above-mentioned criteria
with the exception of two: variety, and range. It can be
noted by turnimg to the subject matter index that the majority
of books imn this library list are to be found under three
headings: animels, children, and fun; however, fifteen headings
are used for the full subject matter list. It is the writer's
opinion thet variety is limited by the environmental rance of
primary children. Social studies at the primary level are
centered upon the home and activities of the home. Therefore,
pets and activities of playmates are of vital interest to orivary
children. Also childrem are, for the most part, highly imag-
inative, being able to enter whole-heartedly into any charac-
terization which play demands. Thus nonsensical stories, Just
for fun, are of great interest to them. The following may also be
observed: while subject matter range seems to be limited, there
is, within these limitations, a wide variety of story situations
varying from the factual to the fictional.

Reading range is limited in this study to books with
primary level vocabularies. The ability to recognize words
beyond the specific grade level does not always carry with it
the ability to understand and interoret what is read.l This
woald tend to be especially true of exceptional readers in the
lower grades and particularly true of those in the first grade,

because of the usually limited experiential background of first

Harris, op. cit., p. 346.
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graders. This difference in reading ability and comprehension
should tend to decrease as experiential background broadens with
maturity and educational advencement. Therefore, on the primary
level, the suthor thinks it is more in life with modern educa-
tional practices to broaden the interests of the exceptionally
gifted child rather than to increase his reading range. With
this in mind, the list of books in this study are limited in
grade range, but are as broad in coverage of reading materials
as the grade level placement and available books will permit.

~ As already stated, the other criteria generally agreed
upon as important will be found incorporated in these three
main criteria chosen as essential to this study: readability,
content interest, physical attractiveness.

Readability. The dictionary defines readability as meaning,,

easy to read. If a book is easy to read, it should be adapted
to both the vocabulary level and comprehension level of the
pupils for which it is intended. ‘herefore readability is
judged by these two check points: (1) Is the vocabulary
within the grade level for which the book is intended? (2) Is
the level of a comprehension that of children of ages six
through nine?

In judging vocabulary level, the author of this treatise

1

used Spache's™ reading-spelling vocabulary list because it is

g composite of the Dolch? basic sight vocabuléry, Gate's3

lGeorge Spache, "A Minimum Reading Vocabulary for Remedial

" .
work.2 E. W. Dolch, "A Basic Sight Vocabulary.™

3h. E. Gates, A Reading Vocabulary for the Primary Grades,
p. 1ff. & o Iy for WS crimasy Gredes
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reading vocabulary list and Stane'sl graded vocabulary list.
Spache does not encourage the use of his list as one
against which words may be checked for basic reading needs
alon@.2 Yet it is a fairly composite list containing, for
exemple, 216 of 220 words comprising the Dolch sight vocab-

3

ulary.” The coverage of other lists is as nearly complete as
that of the Dolch list. Therefore, in the author's copinion, it
seemed the best list to follow. The modern trend in readers has
been to lighten the vocabulary load.4 Therefore, the use of
Spache's list published in 1939 would seem to be contradictory
as any grade~by-grade list of words always lags behind the latest
trends in interest and content for the reason that such a list
is based an books of the past.5 However, there are available
the latest additions of several sets of basic readers® to correct
this vocabulary lag. These alsc help in correlating library
books with local courses of study in reading.

Books with copyright dates from 1930 to about 1945 have

also been found to have a vocabulary lag because the expense

involved in revising is too great to warrant revision. Since

Clarenee R. Stone, A Graded Vocabulary for Priuary Read-
ing, p. 1 ff.

2Spaohe, op. cit., p. 166.
Hoc. cit.

QHarris, op. cit.,p. 415.
5Harris, op. cit.,p. 354.

6See Bibliography for readers used.
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many of these books are still interesting and attractive, it
is necessary to raise the grade level of some of these books
to keen nace with the readers of today.

The author of this treatise suggests that anyone desiring
to use the criteria at some future time might use a later word
1ist for reference. If a good word list is not available, or
proves too time—conéuming tio use, the vocabulary load may be
Judged by the use of vocabulary lists in the basic readers in
use at the time. Harrisl suggests that, for independent reading,
there should not be more than two or three new words in each
hundred rumnning words. By applying this check to pages at the
beginning, about the middle, and toward the end of a book, it
is possible to get a fairly accurate idea of the vocabulary
load of the book. This is a more subjective approach to the
appraisl of the vocabulary level of books but it is quick,
and books chosen by this method are not likely to be beyond
the reading abilities of the group as a whole.

The hardest part of readability to objectify is the
comprehension level. Reading difficulty is not merely a matter
of vocabulary. A book may have a fairly easy vocabulary and yet

may be difficult because the ideas expressed are beyond the

child's comprehension.2 Horn’states that many books are intro-

lHarris, op. cit., p. L13.
2 Ibid, P, L14.

Horn, op. cit., p. 339.
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duced as much as three years before the average student has the
tastes, background experience, and reading ability required for
their appreciestion. Sauerl puts it aptly, "We can say of the best
in juvenile books, their words are for children but their meaning
is for men."™ One of the best examples of this is A. A. Milne's
book Winnie, the Pooh. Publishers place this in the six to nine
year reading level. The author read the book to a superior
third grade group and enjoyed its subtle humor immensely as did
other adults present. Yet the youthful audience, while enjoying
the book, missed much of its witty charm.

The background experiences of school children should be
considered in estimating the difficulty of books. For instance,
country children read books about farm life with greater ease
and comprehension than do city children.2 Frequently,the setting
and the plot are far removed from the experiences of children.
While a selection may be fairly easy in vocabulary, it may be
exceedingly difficult because the ideas are strange.B Jean de
Brunhoff's book, The Story of Barbar, being French in locale
and trend of thought, is a very good example of reading material
of this type. It is a fanciful story of an elephant who came
to live with an old lady in Paris. The book is simply written

lrulia A. Seuer, "So Close to the Guils." Horn Book Mag-
azine, (September, 1949), as quoted in Marian A. Webb, "Do Our
Children Read Books," Grade Teacher, LXT (November, 1951).

2 ,
Stratton, op. eit., p. 230

3Harris, op. cit., p. L4lh.
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yet there is an elusive strangeness, either in style or story

setting, that mekes the story lack that acceptable quality of

fantasy expected in such a story. The unexpected, unsolicited
opinion of second grade girls who found two "Barbar" books in

their library was, "Why two? One is too many!l"

The interests of most first and second graders are still
centered on home, school, and the local neighborhood. Therefore
books with foreign settings or even specific local settings
within our own country are better left until the third year, and
after the time when social studies are beginning to acquaint
pupils with other communities strangely different from theirs.
However, if the teacher Spends time expanding the interests 6f
her pupils by reading aloud to tham; many strange ideas and
foreign custans will be understood by most second graders and
the more advanced first graders. Some of the simpler of these

books are Eliot's, The Traveling Coat; Kingmen's, Pierre Pigeon;

and Adem's, Captain Joe and the Eskimo.

Comprehension level, for the purposes of this study is
judged by ideas, plot, and setting and by adaptation to exper-
iential background and enviromment of primary children. A book
may be said to have readability if the vocabulary level and
conprehension level are within the grasp of the oupils for which
it was intended.

Content interest; The various writers converned with

children's books seem to be agreed that the subject content
should fulfill a definite need for the individual. But need

is an almost indefinable quality, varying with the individual,
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his previous experiences, and his surposes and drives. Carrell
attempts to define it as a "latent nsychological energy" from the
development of which comes growth of the inner life. This inner
life, is a "private, hidden, not-to-be shared, undemocratic thins,"
from which stems all originalty and all individual greamness.g

With need such a personal thing, it is apvarent that individual
reading interests will vary greatly. Studies have shown that

even among childeen of similiar intelligence, age, and cultural

background the range of individual preferences is tremendous.-

It is doubtful if even the individual himself can say snecifically

what he is seeking through the medium of books, and even if he
can, it is even more doubtful if the need of toxay is the same

as that of yesterday or tomorrow. Under the circumstances,

only a wide interest range of reading materials will suffice.

Eatonk believes that subject content is not as igportant as

being sure books are well-selected and within the child's range

of ability so he can find what he wants. Once the child has
discovered that books give the answers his curiosity becomes well-

nigh insatiable.?

1
Alexis Carrel, Man the Unknown, as cuoted in Luuise Seaman,
"Books for Poys and Girls," Instructor, LXI (November, 1951), 9.

2Carrel, loc.,cit.

3Harris, op. cit., p. L4O9.

“pnne Thaxter Faton, Treasure for the laking, p. 5.

5Whipple, Gertrude, "Besirable Materials, Facilities, and
Resources for Reading" (Chicaego University: National Society
Tor the Study of Education, Forty-Eighth Yearbook II, No. 25.
Chicago: Chicago University of Chicagoc fress, May, 1952), 147-171.
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Writers! interpretations of subject content are as varied
as are children's books. Carrellthinks books should contain
fun, surprise, quietness, and even peetry to contrast with the
tension and excitement of everyday life. Munson® believes there
should be a broad coverage of subjects representative of all

interests from the poetic to the prosaic, from the fanciful to

the practical. Trow? ywants good yarns for sheer enjoyment and
stories of suspense and excitement to stir the reader to more
rapid reading. Buellhthings stories ought to be truthfully
real or genuinely imaginative in fantasy. Hoscrip’includes
beauty and knowlodse as essential subject contents. Studies
of children's choices show that they like books with humor,
variety of style, drametics and action.6

Since subject content of hooks must cover such a broad
Tield to satisfy individual needs, it was decided that content
interest would be a more apvropriate criterion than subdject
content. While no attemot has been made to limit subject content,
certain limitations have been placed upon the method of pres-
entation thrcugh the criterion of content interest. It is possible

to define content interest in a general way, yet specifically

1Carrell, loc. cit.

2Munson, on. ¢it., ». 9.

William Ylark Trow, Zducational Psycholozy, b. 533.

hsuell, op. cit., p. 86.
i 5ﬁuth llaria uoscrin, "Literature, the Step-cnild of the
Reading Program."
®Willis L. Uhls, The Hateriels of Heading, p. 105-106.

s
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enough to be used in judging 'books.

The content interest of a book may be judged by a child's
reactions to a book. If a child settles down to read a book
he has selected, it is highly probable that the content holds
interest for him.l If he examines a book and discards it in
Tavor of another, it would seem that the material failed to
Tulfill its promise of interest.2

Some experimental work of this type was done in the primary

grades of the writer's school. Many books in the book list were
judged by this method. Library cards were also examined to
determine how many children had decided a book was worth reading.
Some books were clean and new looking and found not to contain a
single name on the library casrd. This does not necessarily mean
a book has not been read; yet it is a good indication that not
many have read it. The condition of the book is a good indi-
cation of its interest value. The more frequent choices had
begun to fray at the edges, lose their covers, and become soiled
by finger prints--this was caused not so much from rough handling
as from too much handling. The above observations were not
absolute proof of a book's interest wvalue but were indications

that it held interest for many or few as the case may be.

1
Whipple, op. cit., ». 169.

- .
Loc. cit.
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Where it was impossible to observe children with books
the following check points were used to judge content interest;
(1) Is the subject content likely to hold the interest through-
out the story? (2) Is the plot convinecing in its reality or
its fantasy? (3) Is the story clearly and fluidly written?
Each of the above points is directly dependent upon the other.
A well-written story leaves the reader free to enjoy the story
itéelf and a well-told story keeps the child reading to see
what will heapoen next.

There were children's books so convincingly written that
even the author became ensnared in their content and had to
read them through to the very last page. Such books were

Dennis's, Flip and the Cows and Burlap. Other well-told stories

that proved very popular with the children were Henry's, The

Little Fellow, about a colt, Crame's, Flippy and Skippy, about

flying squirrels, and Newberry's, April's Kittens. The Chandler

series about Cowboy Sam and Gag's book, Nobhing at All contain well

told stories.

Few people, whether children or adults, can really enjoy
a book that taxes their skill.l Yhildren canmot be expected
to read for enjoyment when they are entrapped by the mechanics
of reading. The sentence structure of a book affects its
difficulty. For a2 book to be clearly and fluidly written, it

should have short simple sentences. tong and involved sentences

1
Harris, op. cit., ». 411.
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and inversions of the normal order of words increase the

difficulty of a book.l Reyher's, My Mother Is the Most

Beautiful Woman in the World is too hard for primary children

partly because of its sentence structure. Ling Tang and the

Lucky Cricket by Strafford has long sentences and too much

reading for first and second grade children. It is too long
to retain interest even for rsading to the children. Jones',

Peter and Gretchen of Old Nuremberg and Dupliax's, Topsy

Turvey Circus are others that had to be moved into the inter-

mediate grades because they were not simply enough written.

On the other hand, Huber's, I Know & Story and Gag's, “illions

of Cats are well liked because the sentences are short and
simple and, in the case of Gag's book, the children enjoy the
repetition and rhythm as well.

In summary a book may be said to have content interest
if it is well enough written and well enouzh told to hold
the interest of the child throughout the length of the story.

Physical attractiveness. At least one writer has suggested

the elimination of all possible physieal attraction from books
so that the contents may be judged for interest value. This
apparently is a very objective approach to judging interest
velue. Yet this writer feels that a book without its color and
illustrated action becomes just so many words with little charm

to lure the child to read it. Several decades ago, when the

author was learning to read, books contzined words, not pictures,

Harris, op. cit., p. 414,
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‘and words they remained, until the author discovered a brightly

colored, well-illustrated copy of The Wizard of Oz. Then it

was that reading became fun and finally began to make sense.
The addition of color and beauty was the answer to a very
definite need of one small individual.

A similiar experience was observed in the author's room

when a small retarded reader discovered the revised copy of

Huber's, I Know a Story in all its glorious color. Books for
the first time became meaningful to him. Therefore, is it not
possible that the physical attractiveness of a book may bring

an inner satisfaction and fulfill just as définite a need as

the words themselves? If the illustrations are clever emough to
arouse curiosity, the child will turn to the content. Here
again he may be encouraged or repelled. If the type is standard
and of good size he will »robably attempt to read the story, but
'fancy print, cursive writing, swall print, and some types of
manuscript print will require too much effort and may discourage
a continuatioﬁ of the reading process.

The physical attractiveness of a book may be judged by the
following points: (1) Are the illustrations colorful, attractive,
and supplementary to the story? (2) Is the print standard in
form and of good size? (3) Is the book durable, attractive,
and easily handled?

Research on illustrations in children's books have led
to marked changes in illustrating books.l Pictures now have

no definite margins and sametimes spread across two pages.2

Harris, op. cit., p. A10.
2Loc. cit.
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Line drawings have given away to pictures shaded and tinted
for a three dimensional effect.l Colors have been increased
to include a wise range of attractive tints.

Good illustrations stimulate interest in reading.2 This
is especially true in the primary grades where the newer books
consist largely or entirely of pictures.3 Pictorial material
is becoming more and more important with the stress on the
audio-visual aids. Characters take on reality and situations
are more easily visualized if some of the local setting is
pictured. The newer books are extremely attractive. The
Children's Press of Chicago has some of the very best illus-

trated books to be found today. Frisky's, Johnny and the

Monarch; Bryant's, Everybody Likes Butch; and Mother Goose

and other Poems are some of the beautiful books nublished

by Children's Press.
The kind of print has already been discussed but it might
be well to add some illustrations of good and bad print’. Brock'sy,

The Greedy Goat is in manuscript and the letters are so poorly

spaced that reading is difficult. Francoise's, The Story of

Colette is odd print and Brunhoff's, The Story of Barbar is

in cursive writing. These are difficult to read. Tensen's

books, Come to the Farm, Come to the City,and Come to the Zoo

1
Harris, op. eit., p. 410,

Whippl&.sp. 6its, D. 120.
3Loc. cit.



25

are excellent examples of books with the fine large »rint
8o aporopriate for first graders.

The influence of the size of bocks on children has been
studied.l At the time of the study, it was found that children
like Dbooks about seven or eight inches high, five inches wide,
and one inch thick.2 Yet recent publicatioﬁs‘are noted as
being longer, wider, and thinner then former studies indicated.
This suggests that perhans a change in preference concerning
size may have occurred. The thinner books are more easily
handled then thick heavy books and tend to keep their bindings
longer also.

.Children prefer bright colored backs, abundantly illus-
trated, on thelr books and will reach for a bright colored
book rather then a gray or bmown-backed one.

Durability, at first glance, doesn't cuite seem to fit
in with physical attractiveness. Yet books with missing
backs and missing pages are certainly lacking in attractiveness.
Then too, economically, books should be durable enough to with-
stand the onslaught of several groups of children passing through
a given room. Paper-backed books can barely be expected to last
even a school year with much handling. If efforts are being
made to build ur a library, durable cIoth-bound books are like
money in the bank; they increase as the years go by, while naser-

bound books are here today and gone tomorrow.

lHarris, op. cit., p. LOL.

gLoc. cit.
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In summery,physical attractiveness of books has been
judged by color, illustrations, durability, and size.
Summary. Three main criteria were selected for judging
books for this study. Since the‘goal was a list of books
primary children could read indevendently with success, the
important criteria were thought to be: physical attract-
iveness to attract the child, content interest to held his
attention, and readability for successful iﬁde@endent reading.
Criteria were limited so that emphasis might be placed uvon
an objective evaluation of books.
The following are the criteria with emphasized check
points:
I. Readability.
A. TIs the vocabulary within the grade level for
which the book was intended?
B. Is the level of comprehension that of children
of ages six through nine?
IT. Content Interest.
A. TIs the subject content be likely to hold the
interest throughout the story?
B. Is the plot convincing in its reality or fantasy?
Cv Is the story clearly and fluidly written?
ITIT. Physical attractiveness.
A. Are the illustrations, coldPful, attractive
and sunplementary to the story? |
B. Is the print standard in form and of good size?

C. TIs the book durable, attractive, and easily

handled?
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It is honed that the book list in the following pages will
be of service to those desiring to est=blish a good usable
library, and that others will feel that this list is important

enough to warrant revision and modernization as the chan;

(=4
28

L]

of the time demand.
If children are to learn to enjoy cood boocks, they must

have good books to read. No one can be exnected to want what

w

is not available. "We climb because there arve ghtair

1
us.”

o

; ahead of

lChanni g Pollack, "What the Public Wants," This Week
Week lMagazine, Anril 28, 1940, ». 2, as quoited in J. *“inor
Gwynn, Curriculum Princinles and Social Trends. (lNew York:
The MacMillian Comnany, 1950), ». 107.
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ANNOTATED BOOX LIST ACCORDING TO PUBLISHER

Publishers are listed alnhabetically. Authors are
listed alnhabetically under nublishers and e=ch suthor's books
are listed alohabetically under author, Therefore to use this
list efficiently, one must know the publisher, the author and
the title of = book.

Each book has been examined and a brief summary of its
contents has been written. Then each book hag been Jjudged
according to the chosen criteria. Only the most unusual
features of each book have been noted. Where specific check
noints are not mentioned in the criteria, it may be assumed
that these were satisfactory.

Books have been classified as: not recommended, fair,
good, excellent and hichly recommended. |

If a book hes not been recommended, it 1s too hard, too

mature, too o0ld, or not accepted by the children.

A book marked "fair'™ could be used if no better bocoks were

available to use. A book in this catagory is not very attrective

or nearly obsolete.

A book marked "good" is one most children will read suc-

cessfully. A book of this kind is the basic book of the librery

and nrobably will be good for many years.

A book nmarked "excellent™ will apneal to the majority of

children and has one or two high points of interest. It will Dbe

a late book, fulfilling some very sosecial need of the child.

A book marked "highly recommended” should be included in

all libraries. The boock of this type orchbably will not last long

J
g
i
%
|
n
a‘
]
|
1
,:
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because of constent use.

One last noint should be noted: where a2 book seemed
the kind that could be used for resource meterisl in daily
classroom activities this was noted, not because there was
need ofiitiin this study, but because resource meterials are
always needed and this was an easy point to note.

The letters and numbers in each annotation have the
following meaning: the numbers, 1, 2, and 3 are grade numbers:
the letters refer to the level in the grade. P-P is nrenrimer
level, P is w»rimer level, M is the average grade level, H is
the high grade level. Thus M-1 is the average reading level,
grade 1.

Comments on vacabulary, such as "easy reading," "fairly
difficulst," eté., were made with reference to the desicnation
of zeneral level described sbove. That is, 'a hcok with "feirly
easy" vocabulary, was so judged in terms of the grade numbers

given in that annotation.
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ALLYN and BACON

Carpenter, Harry A., Guy A. Bailey, Bernice T. Stroctzel;
Ethel Ebrite, Adventuring in Science, 19L40.

The experiences of Jane and Paul in the world of
science.

Vocabulary: sclence vocabulary; fairly difficult.
Content interest: well written; better for rescurce
material than for independent reading.

Physical attractiveness: PFictures supilenent

text; in color; cloth bound book.

Tair H~3

AERICAN BOOK COL.-ANY

Brown, Dorothy Lothrop, Bozo the VWoodchuck, 1932, 116 7n.

Bozo was Billy's pet. He lived under the porch.
He nearly drowned in an old cistern. He finally
left Billy to make his own home.

Vocabulary: easy reading.

Content interest: subject content good; =2 little
too long to keep interest of most »rimary children.
Phypsical attractiveness: wnictures limited, black
and white, small »rint, not enoush color.

fair H-3

McElroy, Margaret J. and Jessica 0. Young, Toby Chipmunk,
1931, 72 »p.

Toby Chinsmunk and his family live and work and got
to school in the "Land of Chipmunks."

Vocabulary: easy reading.

Content interest: subject content good, little
folks will enjoy it.

Physical attractiveness: no bright coclor, mostly
brown and orange drawings; a little dated; large
print.

good di-2
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Serl, Duma, Johnany and Jenny Habbit, 1926, 125 »m.

Johnny and Jenny “abbit have as much fun as any
two youngsters doing everyday things. They zo to
school, learn to skate, earn their s=pending money,
maxe candy, etc.

Vocabulary: easy reading.

Content interest: subject content ggod. Story
simnle; easy to follow.

Physical attractiveness: large nrint, part color,
pictures are fair.

zood

Smith, Jeanetts, A Summer by the Sea, 1935, 135 pp.

These are stories about children who spend
their summner days by the sea. They learn
something new every day about the sea phenomena.

Vocabulary: a marine vocabulary, fairly hard.
Content interest: story is interesting but better
for resource material.

Physical attractiveness: Black and white illu-

strationg, not too attractive, print medium in
size.

fair

BECKLY-CARDY

Anderson, Sybil, Surprise Fun,19.2, about 30 »».

This is typicel preprimer with activities
centered around home. There is a surprise for
Father who has a birthday to celebrate.

Vocabulary: easy reading.

Content interest: story interest excellent,
Physical attractiveness: large print, good
color, nictures supplement story, paner-backed.

good

Battle, Florence, Jerry, 1946, L7 vo.
This is about Jerry and his toys.

Vocabulary: easy onreorimer reading.

Ccntent interest: typical oreprimer reading,
easy to follow story.

Physical attractiveness: large print, colored
pictures supplement the story, well illustrated.

H-1

PP
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excellent PP

Jerry Goes to the Circus, 1945, 128 onp.

Jerry takes in a real circus and every act
described from the beginnins to the end.

Vocabulary: fairly hard third grade level.

Content interest: subject interest high, story
well-told but a little long for most third csraders.
Physical attractiveness: 1llustrations in color,
but not enough of them.

good H-3
Terry Goes Fishing, 1942, 60 op.

Jerry and Bowser enjoy a fishing trip with father.

Vocabulary: easy reading.

Content interest: subject excellent, story
interest good. Children will like it.
Physical attractiveness: Good print, action
pictures in color supvlement story.

good H-1
Jerry Goes on a Pienic, 1948, about 60 »n.

Jerry and Bowser have a picnic with all the fun
picnic participants usually have.

Vocabulary: fairly easy.

Content interest: ©Story content familiar to any
child who has ever gone on a picnic.

Physical attractiveness: medium print; illustrations
that are in color and supplement the story.

good M-2
Jerry Goes Riding, 1950, 60 »p.

Jerry rides everything: boats, merry-go-round,
cars and planes.

Vocabulary: easy reading.

Content interest: Story is simple to follow.
Children will enjoy this story.

Physical attractiveness: colored pictures supnlement
the story and arocuse the curiosity.

Highly recommended P
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Beatty, John Y. 19L0, all about 175 pp.

Story Pictures of Clothing
Story Pictures of Farm Animals
Story Pictures of Farm Foods
Story Pictures of Farm Work
Story Pictures of Our Neighbors
Story Pictures of Transpcrtation

Vocabulary: easy reading.
Content interest: Tairly factual; no
continuity between stories; better for
resource material for social studies.

Physical attractiveness: black and white
phyptographs which are getting a little out-of-
not too attractive.

Fair
Chandler, Edna Walker, 1950 all zbout 50 »7.

Cowboy Sam

Cowboy Sem and Freddy
Cowboy Sam and Porky

Cowboy Sem and the Rodeo
Cowboy Sam and the Rustlers

Vocebulery: all are well suited to grade level

placenent.

Content interest: exciting cowboy stories,
well told and simple to follow, most have high
points of interest.

Physical attractiveness: excellent action
pictures in color that supplement the story,
large »rint.

Highly recommended.

omfort, Mildred H., "Children of the Mayflower"

The story of children who came on the Mayflower

to the new country. '

Vocabulary: fairly hard reading.

Content interest: story too long; better used
for resource material.

Physical attractivenkgss: more story than
illustrations; not many pictures and these are
not interest arousing.

M-3
M-2
M=2
M2
WM-2
M=3

M-1
=2
H-1
=3
=3
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Daw, Seward E., Jessle F. McKee, Edna M. Aldrege,
Making Friends, 1948, 186 »p

Everything from health to field trips.

Vocabulary: grade level reading.

Content interest: no high interest point; not for
pleasure reading; too much like school; better
resource material.

Physical attractiveness: pictures in color that
supplement the stories.

-3

We Live and Grow, 1947, 153 pp.
Ruth, Jack and Rusty, learn to live with
others, visit a zoo, a farm, a dentist, and do
all the things boys and girls do in growing and
living.
Vocabulary: fairly easy.
Content interest: too much routine liwving; no
high interest point; easy sentences, simple to
follow; better for resource material.
Physical attractiveness: good 2rint; pictures
in color.

Fair M-2

Fitts, Clara Atwood, Jeremy Mouse, about 1937

The story of an adventursome mouse and his
family and friends. :

Vocabulary: rather hard because of vocabulary lag.
Content Interest: story interest good, but too
much reading. :

Physical attractiveness: some color illustrations
but not enough of any kind to arouse curiosity.

Fair H-3
Hall, W. F. and Helen Hall, My Dog Lueky, 1940, 189 pp.
Lucky belonged to Ronnie who loved all dogs.
There are other dogs in the story too, but
Ronnie's Lucky is the star.
Vocabulary: about high third now.

Content interest: continuity good; story rather
long.
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Physical attractiveness: some color illustrations,
but not enough; large print.
Fair H-3

Hay, Elle H. Happy Deys on the Farm, 1941, 189 po.

Ruth and Ronny spend happy days on the farm, fishing,
swimming, pichicking, and riding in old Chug.

Vocabulary: easy reading.

Content interest: story interest good; but too
long a story.

Physical attractiveness: few illustrations; not
too attractive.

Fair H-3
Happy Days in the Garden, 1941, about 190 pp.

Ruth and Ronny make a garden and spend many
interesting hours working in it and watching it
grow.

Vocabulary: mnot toc hard for third graders.
Content interest: story interest fair; continuity
good. Children seem to enjoy this story.

Physical attractiveness: few illustrations; not
too attractive.

Fair M~3
Lovell-Hecker, Happy Days in Holland, about 1930, 201 po.
The Green family visit Holland.
Vocabulary: rather hard.
Content interest: +too long for independent reading.
Physical attractiveness: photographs, out-of-date,
not too attractive. Time to retire this.

Not recommended.

Bunny in the Garden, 1935,about LO pp.

A story of a pet rabbit who decided to visit the
garden.

Vocabulary: easy reading.

Content interest: story interest good. Little
folks like this book.

Physical attractiveness: colored illustrations
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that supplement the story; a little dated but
still acceptable.

Good P-1
Fannie L. Michaels, 1940, L5 pp.

Come and Read

School, birthdays and babies, make up the little
stories here.

Good M-1
A Day in School

Children in a familiar school setting follow the
routine school activities.

Good M-1
All Around Us

Stories of things in the world around us to observe
and to enjoy.

Fair M-2

Vocabulary: easy reading.

Content interest: Just familiar things of
everyday life that little children enjoy; simple
sentences, easy to follow.

Physical attractiveness: pictures in color,
full of action; large print.

Sindelar, Joseph C., Nixie Bunny in Manners-Land, 1912, 143 pp.

Nixie went to visit Manner's Land and fell in love
with Bunny-Girl who got lost in Manners-Land.

Vocabulary: too advanced because of vocabulary lag.
Contemt interest: An interesting story but too long.
The title ruins 1it.

Physical attractiveness: old, part-color, Let's
retire this one.

Not recommended.

Taylor, Frances Lilian, Adventures in Animal Land, 1931, 119 pp.

0ld time stories, rhymes, and jingles.

Vocabulary: easy reading.
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Content interest: story that appeals to primary
children.

Physical attractiveness: colored illustrations,
rather old, but children like it.

Good H-1

Thorn, Let's Find Out . Good H-1
Let's Look Around Good H-2

Let's See Why Good H-3

Vocabulary: grade level reading.

Content interest: science stories; good resaurce
materials on conservation.

Physicel attractiveness: well-illustrated in
color; large print.

Welker, Hattie A., Shining Star the Indian Boy, about 1935

The story of Shining Star and his home and family.

Vocabulary: rather hard by modern standards.
Content interest: could be used for resource
materlal in study of Indians.

“hysical attractiveness: not too attractive
colored illustrations; color that is not too good.

Not recommended

CHILDREN'S PRESS, INC., CHICAGO

Ambler, Gifford, Ten Little Fox Hounds, 1951, 32 pp.

One by one their number diminishes until one
lonely little foxhound leaves the old fox laughing.

Vocabulary: easy reading
Content interest: story interest high, easy to
follow.

Physical attractiveness: ia beautifully 1llustrated
book, very attractive; good print.

Excellent M=2
Becky, Tall Enough Tommy, 1948, 32 pp.

Tommy was tall encugh until the new bar went up at
the playground. Then it took two friends and a
boost to get him up to the bar.

Vocabulary: +too hard for first grade children, but
comprehension level is first grade level. Recommended
reading to beginners. PP
Content interest: a clever story of great interest



38

to first and second grade.
Physical attractiveness: four color illustrations
that supplement the story beautifully.

fiycellent M-2
Bryant, Bernice, Everybody Likes Buteh, 1950, 4O pp.

Butch wanted to "gallop away like a pony" in his
own way, and smash-bang arcund the schoolroom in

the truck. But he learns this isn't fun when
nobody will play. ~

Vocabulary: too hard for first grade children;
comprehension level is first grade level.

Content interest: story interest good. Children
love this as it is so typical of their life; a
well-told story.

Physical attractiveness: mostly pictures, some

black and white, some color; pictures supplement
story beautifully.

Good M-2
Coblentz, Catherine Cate, Scatter the Chipmunk, 1948, 32 pp.

The heart-warming story of Scatter, a happy-ge-lucky
1ittle chipmunk and the little girl who cares for himnm.

Vocabulary: on high seccond level.

Content interest: story interest high; a well-told
story.

Physical attractiveness: two color pictures that
supplement the story.

Excellent H-2
Dalton, Alene, Fluffy and Bluffy, 1950, 32 pp.

Two little dogs go off hoppity~sniff into the
enchanted woods to find a present for their
mother.

Vocabulary: on high second level in both vocabulary

and comprehension.

Content interest: a cleverly written little book of
fantasy with high story interest levek.

Physical attractivenkss: colored illustrations that
supplement the story and encourage reading interest.

Good H-2
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Dewltt, Johanna, The Littlest Reindeer, 1950, 32 »p.

The littlest reindéer finally earned his right to
go with Santa's sleigh.

Vocabulary: high third grade and above;

Content interest: story interest at high level;
a well-told story, convincing fantasy.

Physical attractiveness: full color pictures of
Artic animals in ah Artic setting; beautifully
illustrated.

Good H-3
Dudley, Martha, Bad Mousie, 1947, 36 pp.

A delightful story of a very bad little mousie
who lived with Donnie. It took Mother a long
time to reform him.

Vocabulary: rabther hard reading.

Content interest: a clever little story with high
story interest but a concealed thought to catch.
Physical attractiveness: plenty of color, and
action in illustrations. These supplement the
story.

Good H-2
Erickson, Phosbe, Cattail House, 1948, LL pp.

Primarily the muskrat's story but many other
little woods animals are accurately portrayed in
this story.

Vocabulary: rather hard reading.

Content interest: a well-told real-life story of
animals in the woods. Story will hold interest.
Physical attrectiveness: many full color pictures
that supplement and explain the story.

Excellent H-3
Slip, the Story of a Little Fox, 1948, 2i »p

Slip, by his cleverness, saved the rest of the
little woods animals from a lynx and earned his
right to go hunting with Father.

Vocabulary: at high third reading level.
Content interest: high story interest; cleverly
told story.
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Physical attractiveness: full-color illustrations
which supolement the story and set the stage for
action.

Excellent H-~3

Evans, Katherine, Tomuay Tittlemouse, 1947, 40 pp.

Nursery rhymes, all the easy ones.

Vocabulary: not for reading as much as for
looking, Nursery rhynes are herd to limit in
vocabulary range without spoiling their traditional
style. '

Content interest: +the familiar nursery rhymes all
children love.

Physical attractiveness: Part color, very modern
illustrations, beautifully drawn.

Excellent P-P

Fisher, Lois, Lois and Looie, 1951, 48 up.

Behind the scenes of a T-V show, a huwmerous
story based on fact.

Vocabulary: a little advanced as yet because

of newness of television.

Content interest: story interest good. Children
will enjoy this because of the newness of T-F.
fhysical attractiveness: two coldr illustrstions
that suppnlement the story.

Good H-3
Friskey, Margaret
Captain Joe, 1948, LO pp.

A boy and a dog live on a sandbarge and learn much
about water and water cycles.

Vocabulary: rather hard because of science content.
Content interest: story interest good, difficult
because of science concent that is strange to most
children.

Physical attractiveness: color illustrations that
supplement and help to clarify the story.

Good H-3
Chikken Little, Count-to-Ten, 1946, 26 pp.

Chicken Little couldn't remember how a chicken
drinks so he asked all the animals whose numbers



increased one by one.

Vocabulary: easy to read, some hard words but
these can be gotten by context clues.

Content interest: rhythm and repetition make
this enjoyable, children love it.

Physical attractiveness: large bright-colored
illustrations that supplement the story.content.

Highly recommended H-1

Johnny and the Monarch, 1948,

Johnny watches a Monarch butterfly develon.

“Vocabulary: rather hard science terms.

Content interest: story interest good; easy to
follow story except for science terms which lay be
unfamiliar to most children; good resource material.
Physical attractiveness: beautifully illustrated
story with pictures in four colors that clarify
science concepts.

Excellent H-2
Perky Little Engine, 1948, 32 pp.

A gay train book about a little engine that got
struck in a haystack but got no sympathy from
the old goat.

Vocabulary: easy reading.

Content interest: High story interest, very
humerous. Children like it.

Physical attractivensss: four color pictures;
cute and appealing.

Excellent -3

Shoe for My Pony, 1950, 26 pp.

All about shoes and who should wear them. All the
pony wanted was a new shoe, a bright shoe, a "nail-it-
on-tight" shoe.

Vocabulary: mostly easy reading, a few hard words.
Content interest: good story interest, simple to
follow.

J-‘"hysical attractiveness: four-color illustrations
that are wonderful for looking. The pictures make
the story.

Good M~2
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James, Fredrick, Cloud Hopvers, 1948, Lk vD.

An air-minded book with the basic princivles
of aseronautics simply given.

Vocabulary: easy reading except for a few hard
words.

Content interest: high interest story, action-
filled,

Physical attractiveness: full color pictures
full of action that supsrlement the story.

Good He2
John and Jane, Jolly Blue Boat

Jan and Kathy found an old rowboat which became
a jolly blue boat with paint and plenty of work.

Vocabulary: easy reading.

Content interest: good story interest, well-told
story. Children love it.

Physical attractiveness: full-color illustrations
that supplement the story.

Excellent M-2
Kohler, Julilly
Farmer Collins, 1948, 4O pp.

Wee Farmer Collins had a very good rabbit friend
who didn't know one row of garden from another but
he was a very good friend indeed.

Vocabulary: easy reading about four or five hard

words.

Content interest: good story interest; simple to
follow. Children like this book.

Physical attractiveness: very attractive, full-

color pictures that supplement the story.

Excellent H-2
Football Trees, 1948, LO »p.

Michael finds that apples and footballs grow on
trees just like magic.

Vocabulary: high third level, some hard words.
content interest: story interest for boys who
have football interests.
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Physical attractiveness: full~-color pictures that
supplement the story.

Good B-3
Konkle, Janet, Once There Was a Kitten, 1948, 32 op.

One wee kitten out for adventure tried all the
loose objects in sight and ended up as all small
kittens do-~sound asleep.

Vocabulary: mostly photographs, easy reading but
some hard words.

Content interest: story that supplements the
photographs and is secondary to them; good to read
to first grade children.

Physical attractiveness: amazing kitten photographs,
very true to life; alsoc some sketches and color
pictures, large type.

Excellent H-2
Krum, Charlotte,
Read with Me, 1948, 32 pn.
Short stories, just right for beginning readers.
Vocabulary: easy reading.
Content interest: short stories thet have good
story interest, simple to follow.
Physiecal attractlveness full-color nictures that
supplemént the stories beaufifully; large print.
Excellent M-1

Mother Goose and other Poens

New, very attractive, good for reading to first and
gsecond grade ghildren.

Vocabulary: traditional Mother Goose poems and
storiés, more for looking than for reading.

Content interest: shculd be read to primary

children, stories and poels supplement pictures.
Physical attractiveness: modern full color drawings
supplemented by the story content; méstly for looking.

Highly recommended P-P
Potter, Beatrix, Peter Rabbit, 1950, LO pp.

The old familiar story of Peter Rabbit in Mr.
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McGregor's garden is delightfully told.

Vocabulary: about high first level.

Content interest: a well-told story with good
story intérest.

Physical attractiveness: modern full-color

nictures, full of action, and supplementary to
the story

Excellent H-1
Salem, Mary Miller, Three Story Book, 1951, 32 pp.

Three story book is an unusual arrsngement of three
stories to intrigue and interest the reader.

Vocabulary: rather hard vocabulary.

Content interest: good story interest.

Physical attractiveness: wunigue arrangement in three
story form; full color drawings; a tall book.

Good H-3

Savege, Joen, Hurray for Bobo, 19L&, LO pp.

Bobo's problem is baseball but he finally makes
the grade when he slugs one over the fence and
learns one has to be worthy to be a friend.

Vocabulary: mnot too hard, comprehension level: third
grade.

Content interest: story interest at high level for
baseball fans.

Physical attractiveness: colored drawings that are
action~filled and supplement the story beautifully.

Excellent H-3

Sherman, Elizabeth, Let's Look Ahead, 1950, 26 pp.

A safety book about various children and their
activities, both wise and unwise.

Vocabulary: easy reading.

Content interest: story interest good, mostly
about safety practices.

Physical attractiveness: full color illustrations
that supplement the story and clarify safety
practices.
Good M=2

Thatham, Campbell, First Book of Trains
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All kinds of cars are shown with the whole railrosd
in action.

Vocabulary: rather hard because of many railroad
terms, better for looking.

Content interest: purely facturl explanation of
rallroad cars.

Physical attractiveness: full-color drawings cover
most of vages and clarify the story explanation

of parts of the various cars and the working varts
of a locamotive.

Excellent

True, Louise and Lillian Owens, Number ilen, 1948, 24 p.

Rhymes and clever pictures aid children in meking
the various figures.

Vocabulary: rather hard but excellent for reading
to beginners. ’

Gontent interest: rhythm and repetition. Will
interest 1little children.

Physical attractiveness: four color drawings
that simplify the number making process.

Lxcellent

Vaugh, Anne, Whovper Whale, 1948, 32 op.

Whoper Whale puts on quite a show in shallow
water and meets his come-upnance much to everyonefs
amusement.

Vocabulary: easy reading, a few hard words.
.Content interest: good story interest, fascinating
because of subject.

Physical attractiveness: full color drawinszs thet
supnleuient the story, larzge type.

Good

lk—-J
==

M. A. DONAHUE AND COLIPANY

Beatty, John Y. Fun on the Farm, 1933, 42 »p.

Photographs and conversattional stories about them
that tell facts about baby chickens and other farm
animals.

Vocabulary: rather hard by today's standards.
Content interest: very factual, not too interesting.

PP



L6

Physical attrzctiveness: dated by children's
dress, black and white photographs. Time to
‘retire this one.

Not recommended.

(No author given) Little Small Red Hen, about 1925, about 50

Little Small Red Hen had an enemy in the wicked

g
L]

01d Fox. He finally caught her but she cut a hole and

got away.

Vocabulary: several hard words by today's standards.

Content interest: story told in rhymne, Little

children love to hear this rsad over and over. They

don't seem to tire of it. Recommended for reading
to first grade.

“hysical attractiveness: pictures in full-color but

dated.

Good

(Mo author given) Three Little Xittens, The, (no date) 148

The old o0ld story told of the three little
kittens who lost their mittens.

Vocabularysy about second grade level by today's
standards.

Content interest: repetitious story of the kittens
that little children like.

Pnysical attractiveness: O0ld-fashioned oictures
which still have some apneal.

Not recommended.

I, 2. DUTTON AND CO.

Claxton, Earnest, A Child's Grace, 1948, 62 pp.

A child's grace is matched to photographs of
children of today.

Vocabulary: This is best just for looking and
listening fun. ‘
Content interest: content best for memorizing.
Religious appeal. v

Physical attractiveness: <ictures are this books
chief asset; well-illustrated, modern photogranhs.

Excellent

P2

P-pP
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OLLE

TT PUBLISHING COMPANY

MeIntire, Alta, Billy Lives in Maplewood, about 1949, 150 pp.

Billy lives in Maplewood and has experiences
typical of most six and seven year old youngsters.

Vocabulary: easy reading.

Content interest: no high interest point, simple
to follow; for children who like to read.

‘hysical attractiveness: color illustrations that
nartly supplement the story.

Fair M-2

GROSSETT AND DUNLOP, INC.

Potter, Edna, The Wooden Bear, 1937

Peter wanted to see a bear very much. He had..
lived in the Swiss Alps all his life. OUne day he
ran awey to Bern to see the bears. He made it home
before dark and set to whittle the finest of bears
from native wood.

Vocabulary: easy reading except for a few foreign
words.

Content interest: a very interesting story but
Alpine setting, well-told.

Physical attractiveness: excellent black and white
illustrations that clarify the story setting greatly;
paper bound. .

Bxcellent -

GLNN AND COMPANY
Aldredge, Edna M., and “cKee, Wags and Woofie, 1930, 111 ».

A very funny story told of the misadventures of two
mischievous puppies and their friends of the barnyard.

Vocabulary: easy reading.

Content interest: story interest high; many very
humorous situations arise.

Physical attractiveness: Dblack and white sketches
that high-light the humor of the story.

ExeelTenth H~-2
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Ellingwood, Lena B. Cubby Bear, 1927

Cubby Bear lived in the forest and had many friends
in Robin Reddy, Racky Coon, Polly ‘artridge, and
others. They are animals trying to be people.

Vocabulary: rather hard by today's standards.

Content interest: not too interesting; mostly

reading.

Physical attractiveness: rather dated; not too

attractive, part color drawimgs. Time to retire this
one.

Not recommended.

Buswell, Guy T.,Willi=m A. Brownell, Lenore John, Jolly
Number Tales, 1937, 195 pp.

This is an arithmetic rsader with lots of number
experiences, Each story carries a real nlot.

Vocabulary: easy reading.

Comtent interest: each story with a definite
interest point; well-told stories for children

who need a background in numbers.

Physical attractiveness: pictures that clarify the
stories and are very colorful and attractive.

Highly recommended H-2
Craig, Girold S. and Agnes Burke, We Find Out, 1940, 220 po.

Hers are a number of science stories for children
with a science interest.

Voeabulary: about second grade level reading.
Content interest: factual science material for -
children who like science; better for resource
material.

Physical attractiveness: colored nictures that
illustrate and supplement the stories.

Fair M-2

E. M. HALE PUBLISHING CO.

Adams, Veotta McKinlgy, Cantain Joe-and the Eskino, 1943, LO pp.

Captain Joe tried hard to save a little Eskimo boy

from an ice floe. He didn't succeed but the resourceful
Eskimo used Captain Joe's donations to rescue himself
in his own fashion.



L9

Vocabulary: fairly easy for high second.

Content interest: high story interest with

a very humorcus nlot.

Physical attractiveness: +two color drawings
supplement the story and encourage reading interest.

. Excellent H=-2

Angeli, Marguerite de; Ted and Nina Stories, about 1940, 62 vp.

Ted and Nina learn many things on the way to the
grocery store. <They have fun in the attic on a rainy
day too.

Voecabulary: fairly easy, a few hard words.
Content interest: more educational than entertaining}
no high point of interest.

Physical attractiveness: pictures beginning to look
dated; well-illustrated; color.

Fairp H-3
Ardizzoni, Edward

Little Tim and the Brave Sea Captain, 1936, 32 Pp.
(Oxford University Fress, lnc., New York, N.Y.)

Tim was five years old when he boarded a ship with his
0ld friend; Captain McKee., He stowed away and stayed
aboard. He was shipwrecked and finally saved by none
other than Captain MdKee.

Vocabulary: moderately easy rsading, comjprehensicn
level fairly high because of sea setting.

Content interest: high story interest, story quite
realistic.

Physical attractiveness: well-illustrated in color;
action pictures that supplement the story.

Excellent M-3

. Audtin, Margot, Wilamette Way, about 1936, 50 pp.
(Charles Scribner and %ons)

The experience of two ploneer youngsters on the
Oregon Trail and in Willamette Valley, Oregon.

Vocabulary: rather hard because of setting of story.
Content interest: a well-told story with excitement
and pathos.

Physical attractiveness: colorful, well-drawn pictures
that illustrate the story and set the locale clearly.

Excellent H-3
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Averille, Esther, Daniel Boone, 1945, 60 pp.
(Harper and Brothers)
The:very exciting and dramatic story of Daniel Boone.

Vocabulary: too hard for most third grade children.
Content interest: Recommended for reading to third
grade because of its high story interest to historical
value. Children enjoy hearing it read.

Physicel attractiveness: very colorful illustrations
that make this a most attractive introducticn to
American historical characters.

Highly recommended H-3

Bannon, Laura, Gregario and the White Llama, 1944, 50 ppn.
(Albert Whitman and Company)
Gregario was a little Indian boy of South America
who ovmed a beautiful white llama. Gregario coulda't
drive the llama train because he couldn't stay awake.
Finally his chance came to prove himself.

Vocabulary: rather hard, a few forelzn words.
Content interest: a good story interest; sentence
structure on a more advanced level.

Good H-3

Manuelo's Birthday, 1944, about 50 ppn.
(Albert Wnitman and Comoany)

Manuelo wanted an American doll with golden hair.
Some American friends made her one for her birthday.

Vocabulary: about third grade level.

Content interest: a good story interest; iexican

setting.

Physical attractiveness: part color illustrations;
not attractive enough to attract by color and illus-

tration.

Good -3

Barlow, Ruth, Fun at Happy Acres, 1942 , L6 »p.
(Thomas Y. Crowell Co.,)

Charles, a little city boy, spends a whole thrilling
month in the country.

Voeabulary: fairly easy reading.

Content interest: story interest fair. :
Physical attractiveness: real photographs that make
this book come alive.

Good -3
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Becker, Charlotte, Hello Judy, 1941, 100 po.
(Charles Scribmer's Sons)

Stories told about Judy, Michael, Peggy and Judy's
dog on a visit to Grandfether's farm.

Vocabulary: too hard for first grede but first grade
comprehension level.

Content interest: opleasant storeis; fine for reading
to beginners. They will enjoy it.

Physical attractiveness: colorful illustrations.
Print changes from large to small,

Excellent PP
Good -2

The Unlike Twins, 1944 , 96 po.
(Charles Scribner's Sons)

Timmy and Tomy were unlike twins who wanted pets
that were unlike. They saved and saved and bought
unlike twin dogs.

Vocabulary: easy reading.

Content interest: good story interest, easy to follow,
mostly »nictures.

Physical attractivenkss: story that suppleménts the
pictures; well-illustrated in color.

Good -2

Bell, Thelma Harrington, Black Face, 1931, L6 pp.
(Doubleday, Roran and Company, Inc.)

Black Face was a little lamb who liked a wee little
train. He finally managed to board it and had more
adventures in two days than others do in a life time.

Vocabulary: easy readlng.

Content interest: a good story interest; simple to
follow.

Physical attractiveness: well illustrated in color
but size of bock and choice of colars fail to attract
children.

Yood =3

Belpre, Pura, The Tiger and the Rabbit and other Stories,
19"!-14’ ’ 1181315 €

(Viking Press)

A collection of Puerto Rican stories from the foliklore
of that island.
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Vocabulary: above third grade level.

Content interest: story interest like snhice in
a cezke; mostly reading.

Physical attractiveness: some black and white
illustrations.

Not recommended

Berry, Erick, The Tinmaker lian of New Amsterdem, about 1945,
20 »p.

{Albert Whitman and Co.)

Grandmother didn't like the Tinmaker ian who made so
much noise, But her kettle has a leak just before the
time to cook dinner for the governor. That made the
Tinmaker an importent nerson.

Vocabulary: above third grade level, too many hard
foreign words.

Content interest: a good story interest, but a
rather long story.

Physical attractiveness: well-illustreted in bleck
and white.

Not recommended

Beskow, Elsa, Q0lle's Ski Trin, sbout 1935, 50 »p.

A Swedish story of Olle's first skis. He visited
King Winter and saw Christmes nresents being made. He
r

saw 0ld Woman Thew bring Snring to the earth.

Vocabulary: rather hard, comprehensiocn level high
because of strangeness of story.

Content interesty a strange story of Swedish legend;
good story interest. :

Physical attractiveness: an off blue binding thet -
does not attract; illustrated in coler but not too
attractive.

Not recommended

The Tale of the Wee Little 014 Wcman, (no date) 22 »v.

The story is of the wee l1ittle 0ld women who lived in
a wee little house with a wee little cat.

Vocabulary: easy reading combined with illustrations.
Content interest: wvery little reading; mostly nictures.
Physical attractiveness: unusual combination of words
and plctures; colored illustrations.

Highly recommended =
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Bishop, Clzire Huchet Ausustus, 1945, 28 pp
Vlklno Preqsf ’

Augustus, the calf, was a beautiful black calf with
a white star on his forehead. He went to town
looking for adventure. He had the most wonderful

adventure as part of the Holy Femily in a Christmas
pageant.

Vocabulery: rather hard; comprehension level

rather high.

Content interest: & good story interest but sentence
structure is longer and more difficult.

Physical attractiveness: wekl-illustrated; some
color; not too attractive. :

Good H-3

Black, Irme Simonton, Hamlet, 1938, 66 pp.
(Hollday Housge, Inc.)
Hamlet is a small cocker spaniel whose life was
made unhap y by a long ear thet dropred into his food,
He didn't like baths but he loved to chasze chickens.

Vocabulary: high third grade level.

Content interest: a good story interest; sentence
structure more intermediate;;mostly story.
Physical attractiveness: good illustraticns,
black and white; smaller print.

Good H-3

Bourgeois, Florence, Peter, Peter, Pumnkin Grower about
1940, 30 pp.
(Doubleday Doran and Co.)

Peter planted pumpkins and grew so many that he had
money to buy the finest bicycle in the neighborhood.

Vocabulary: easy reading.

Content interest: good story interest; simple to
follow storyk no high interest »noint.

Physical attractiveness: some color; illustrations
just fair.

Fair M-3

Brock, Emma L., A Present for Auntie, 1940, 140 »v.
Too Bast for John
(Alfred A. Knopfs, Inc.<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>