Oklahoma Bookstore
Owner's Conviction Reversed

In a decision on September 15, the Oklahoma Court of Appeals
reversed the conviction of Robert Wood under the Oklahoma
criminal syndicalism lew for possessing and selling Communist
Party literature. Although the appeal in the present case
involved only one men, Mr. Wood, four other people were con-
victed on similar charges end placed under sentence of ten
years imprisorment and-$5,000 fine. The Wood case was remend-
ed to the District Court in Oklehome City, where International
Defense attroneys planned to to move for final dismissal of the
charges ageinst Mr. Wood and the others. The State had 15 days
in which to apply to the Criminel Court of Appeals for o re-
hearing of the cppeal. The American Civil Liberties Union
believes that all the charges will be dismissed.

Readers of PW will remember that these cases, which have
alweys been considered as importent because they involved free-
dom of the press, begen in 1940, when the Progressive Bookstore,
of Oklehoma City, was reided and Rovert Wood, the owner wes
brought to trial, cherged with criminal syndicalism, under en
Oklehoma law deting back to the days of World War I. The basis
for the prosecution was the possession end sale of books deemed
to be subversive. On August 17, 1940, en officisl raid took
place on the Progressive Bookstore end five private homes. The
shop's entire stock of books was cleaned out, comprising some
10,000 volumes. Later, many of the seized books, including
copies of the Decleration of Independence and of the Constitu-
tion of the United States, were publicly burned in the Oklahoma
City Staedium. Rober t Wood, his wife, Ina Wocd, Eli Jaffee
and several of the bookstore's customers who happenad to be in
the shop at the time of the raid, nine people in all, were
convicted of criminal syndicelism and sentenced to ten years
in jail end fines of $5,000 each. The cages attracted naetion-
wide attention, as PW has reported in meny numbers.
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