


CHAPTER VI
RECOMMENDATIONS

1. A detailed report om each diocesan survey, along with the
total survey results, should be sent to the National Conference of
Bishops throughout the nation.

2. The National Association for Pastoral Renewal should request
permission to make a formal presentation of the data om clerical celi-
bacy at the next meeting of the Naticnal Conference of Bishops.

3. An independent study should be conducted to determine the

reasons why priests are leaving the ministry.
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APPENDIX A

QUESTIONNAIRE
Diocese Diocesan Priest
Religious Priest .
Principal Work: Pastor Assistant
Chaplain Teacher
Chancery Cffice _____ other work

Do you favor a change to optional celibacy for the Diceessn
Clergy?

YES NO NO OPINION

Do vou favor a request to the Synod of Rome by the National
Conference of American Bishops that the Conference be empowered
to introduce optional celibacy in the United States?

YES NO NO OPINION

Do you favor the readmission to active ministry for those
married priests who wish to return to priestly ministry?

YES NO NO OPINION

—— ——
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APPENDIX B

REPORT ON PRIESTS WHO HAVE LEFT THE MINISTRY IN 196& and 1967

TABLE I

DIQCESAN® PRIESTS BY YEAR OF DEPARTURE AND MARITAL STATUS

1967 1966 Total
Married: 138 84 222

Not Married: 147 50 197
Not Reporced: _60 _22 82
TOTAL: 345 156 506

*0f the 501 Diocesan priests reported in the survey, 70 were
ordained more than fifteen yvears. Of the remainder, 353 were
in the category of three to twelve years ordaimed. On the basis
of actuarial tables probably 8000 Diocesan priests in the
United States are in this category. Thus, approximately 4.5
per cent of 211 Diocesan priests in this category left the
ministry in the two year period. Of all departures, 70.8 per
cent occurred in this category.

TABLE IT

DIOCESAN PRIESTS ACCORDING TO TYPE OF ASSIGNMENTS HELD

Chancery officials 8

Seminary professors 18
Pastors 34
Parish Assistants 341
Newman Chaplains 17
Teachers in high schools 49
Special work 34

TOTAL 501






