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APPENDIX A

CONSENT FORM

TITLE OF PROJECT: The Association Between the MMPI-2's RC3 Cynicism Scale and
Social Support

PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR: Blake K. Webster, 1902 S. Broadway, A10, cell#347-
323-6008

INFORMED CONSENT

You are invited to participate in a study that will investigate personality traits and the
effectivencss of assessment measures. You were chosen for this study because you are
currently enrolled at Pittsburg State University and volunteered through our sign-up
notices. There is no cost for participating in this study.

You will be told if any new information is leammed which may affect your condition or
influence your willingness to continue participation in this study.

Your participation in this study is entirely voluntary, and you may withdraw your consent
at any time.

ALTERNATIVES

These are the alternatives available to you:

1. You could choose to participate in the study.

9 You could choose not to participate in this study at this time, with the knowledge
that you could reconsider and participate in this study in the future, if you still
meet the study eligibility and the study is still underway.

PROCEDURES

1. If you agree to participate, you will be asked to complete two questionnaires; one
concerned with your reactions to daily events and another asses sing your
personality. It is estimated that your involvement in the study will take
approximately 120 minutes (two hours).
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BENEFITS AND RISKS FOR PARTICIPATION

The information you provide may have benefits for science because this study
will contribute to research concerned with assessment measures in the field of
psychology. Based on these findings, we may be able to apply these findings to
improve or better describe current assessment measures within psychological
testing. WE CANNOT AND DO NOT GUARANTEE OR PROMISE THAT
YOU WILL RECEIVE ANY BENEFITS FROM THIS STUDY

The psychological risks of participation in this study are minimal . The potential
psychological risks involve a heightening of psychological distress as a result of
completing self-report questionnaires. If you experience any negative
psychological effects, the prinicpal investigator, Blake K. Webster, and his
advisor, Dr. Jan Smith, will be available for follow-up services through the
Pittsburg State University Department of Psychology and Counseling.

The physical risks of participation in this study are none. If you think you have
experienced a research-related injury, please call Blake K. Webster, 347-323-
6008.

A potential legal risk that exists is the principal investigator and\or research
personnel may be ethically and\or legally obligated to report certain actions or
potential for actions by you to protective, regulatory, or law enforcement
agencies. This includes serious risk for harm to self or others (suicidal or
homicidal\violent behavior) or suspected involvement in elder\child abuse or
neglect.

COMPENSATION

There is no compensation for your participation in this investigation.

FREEDOM TO WITHDRAW WITHOUT PREJUDICE

. If you decide to participate, you are free to withdraw your consent and to

discontinue participation at any time. Your desire to withdraw from the
investigation will not negatively impact your ability to complete your course work
within your representative class.

At the discretion of the principal investigator, participants may be taken out of
this study due to unanticipated circumstances (e.g., if distress becomes too
SEVere).

The principal investigator may take participants out of the study if the study is
cancelled or if they need treatment.
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CONFIDENTIALITY STATEMENT

1. All the data you provide will be kept confidential. You will be identified by a
code number only on all forms you complete. The data will be stored in locked
file cabinets in offices that have limited access so that they are available only to
the appropriate professional staff on the project.

2. Any data that may be published in scientific journals will not reveal the identity of
participants.

INVITATION TO QUESTION

1. If you have any questions, we expect you to ask us. If you have any additional
questions later, Blake K. Webster, will be happy to answer them. Please contact
Blake K. Webster at 347-323-6008.

2. If you are not satisfied with the manner in which this study is being conducted or
if you have any questions concerning your rights as a study participant, please
contact Mary Jo Litten, Ph.D., Chairperson, Committee for the Protection of
Human Participants, Department of Psychology and Counseling, Pittsburg State
University, 620 235 4492,

YOUR SIGNATURE INDICATES THAT YOU HAVE READ AND THAT YOU
UNDERSTAND THE ABOVE INFORMATION, THAT YOU HAVE DISCUSSED
THIS STUDY WITH THE PERSON OBTAINING CONSENT, THAT YOU HAVE
DECIDED TO PARTICIPATE BASED ON THE INFORMATION PROVIDED. AND
THAT A COPY OF THIS FORM HAS BEEN GIVEN TO YOU,

Printed Name of the Participant

Signature of Participant Date
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APPENDIX B

DEMOGRAPHIC INFORMATION

AGE

Age:

GENDER

Male: O

o

Female:

RACE

Aslan
Black/African-American
Hispanic

White/Caucasian

o O O O O

Other

YEAR IN SCHOOL
Freshman

Sophomore

Junior

& & 8 B

Senior

MAJOR IN SCHOOL
Arts & Sciences
Business

Education

General Studies
Technology

Undecided

o O © o O © O

Other
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APPENDIX C
Debriefing Statement

Thank you for participating in this research investigation which is titled, Measuring
Cynicism: The MMPI-2's Restructured Clinical Scale Number Three (RC3) and its
Relationship to Social Support. The student investigator for this research project is Blake
Webster, B.S. and he is conducting this study as part of his thesis project. If you have any
concerns or request additional information regarding this research investigation you can
contact Blake Webster or his faculty adviser, Dr. Janet Smith, at 620-235-4537.

During this study, you were requested to provide information about your thought
processes, personal beliefs, and psychological disposition. The purpose of this research
study is to examine various aspects of personal beliefs in regard to social support
networks and/or systems. [t was a primary interest 1o the student examiner to assess
cynical attitudes in relationship to social support. More specifically, the study is
concerned with how cynicism is measured in current psychological assessment.

Because there may be additional participants involved in this study, it is requested that
you do not discuss this project with other students. If prospective participants were given
information regarding this research investigation beforehand, the validity of this project
could be compromised. In addition, the student investigator and his faculty adviser
request that you do not discuss specific guestions from the assessment instruments with
other people to protect the validity of these instruments in the fieid.

Thank you for your participation. Your responses will make a valuable contribution to
research regarding psychological assessment.
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