




TABLE XI 

Condensational Symbols and Referential Symbols in Newsweek After June 4, 1989 

Symbols 

Condensational Symbols 

headline 

lead 

photo 

Referential Symbols 

headline 

lead 

photo 

TOTAL 

Frequency 

48 

(5) 

(36) 

(7) 

57 

(3) 

(37) 

(17) 

105 

* Does not add up to 45.7 because of rounding errors 
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% 

45.7 

( 4.8)* 

(34.3)* 

(6.7)* 

54.3 

(2.9) 

(35.2) 

(16.2) 

100 



TABLE XII 

Comparison of Condensational Symbols and Referential Symbols in Newsweek 

Before June 4, 1989 and After June 4, 1989 

Symbols 

Change 

Condensational 

Symbols 

headline 

lead 

photo 

Referential 

Symbols 

headline 

lead 

photo 

Frequency 

Before 

37 

(5) 

(22) 

(10) 

69 

(3) 

(49) 

(17) 

After 

48 

(5) 

(36) 

(7) 

57 

(3) 

(37) 

(17) 

% 

Before 

34.9 

(4.7) 

(20.8) 

(9.4) 

65.1 

(2.8) 

(46.2) 

(16.0) 

After 

45.7 

(4.8) 

(34.3) 

(6.7) 

54.3 

(2.9) 

(35.2) 

(16.2) 

% 

+ 10.8 

(+ 0.1)* 

(+ 13.5)* 

(- 2.7)* 

- 10.8 

(+ 0.1)* 

(- 11.0)* 

(+ 0.2)* 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

TOTAL 106 105 100 100 

Note: "+" means increase from before to after and "-" means decrease fron1 before to after 

* Does not add up to + 10.8 and - 10.8 because of rounding errors 
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than after June 4. The three tables shows the evidence very 

clearly. Therefore the second hypothesis was supported in the 

case of Newsweek too. 

Table XII tells that before June 4, 34.9% of the 

Newsweek sampled sentence of 106 was given to condensational 

symbols. After June 4, 45.7% were given to them. This was a 

10.8% increase in the use of condensational symbols. 

Conversely, in terms of referential symbols, there was a 

10.8% decrease after June 4. In other words, before June 4, 

Newsweek took 65.1% of the space to attach referential 

symbols but after June 4, Newsweek only used 54.3% to attach 

referential symbols. 

Before June 4, the distance between condensational 

symbol percentage and referential symbol percentage was 

30.2%. After June 4, the distance shortened to 8.6%. This 

means that before June 4, Newsweek was dominated by 

referential symbols. After June 4, no domination existed. The 

distribution of two symbols tended to be even. The evenness 

was reached because of the increase in the amount of 

condensational symbols. The comparison of subdivision of 

Newsweek in two periods displays that lead was a strong 

indicator of symbol change after June 4. Lead condensational 

symbols increased by 13.5% and its referential symbols 

decreased by 11.0%. The other two categories of headline and 

photo didn't have significant changes, the change rate 

ranging from 2.7% to 0.1%. 
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Ideological Tendency 

In order to facilitate the textual discussion of 

ideologies implied in the American press, the author detected 

the usage difference between negative and positive symbols 

under the category of condensational symbols. Therefore, the 

frequency and percentage of negative and positive symbols 

were counted among the identified condensational sentences. 

The findings disclosed from Table XIII described a stark 

usage difference between the two symbols. Among the 162 coded 

condensational sentences from both newsmagazines, 93.8% of 

them were negative toward the Chinese government and only 

6.2% were positive toward the Chinese government. This 

tendency was true of both newsmagazines when they were 

analyzed separately. In Table XIV, negative symbols took 

96.1% and positive symbols took 3.9% among the 77 Time 

condensational sentences. In Table XV, it shows for Newsweek, 

negative symbols and positive symbols shared 91.8% and 8.2% 

respectively. Again negative symbols were dominant ln 

Newsweek. 

When Table XIV and Table XV were compared with each 

other, it was found out that comparatively speaking Time was 

slightly more negative toward the Chinese government than 

Newsweek. Time used 96.4% of all its condensational symbols 

to be against the Chinese government while Newsweek used 

91.8% to oppose the Chinese government. Time reserved 3.9% of 

its condensational symbols to arouse positive feelings or 
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Symbols 

Negative Symbols 

Positi ve Symbols 

TOTAL 

TABLE XIII 

Negative and Positive Symbols in Newsmagazines 

From April 15, 1989 to July 17, 1989 

Frequency 

152 

10 

162 

57 

0/0 

93.8 

6.2 

100 



Symbols 

Negative Symbols 

Positive Symbols 

TOTAL 

TABLE XIV 

Negative Symbols and Positive Symbols in Time 

From Apri11S, 1989 to July 17, 1989 

Frequency 

74 

3 

77 

58 

% 

96.1 

3.9 

100 



Symbols 

TABLE XV 

Negative Symbols and Positive Symbols in Newsweek 

From April 15, 1989 to July 17, 1989 

Frequency 

Negative Symbols 78 

Positi ve Symbols 7 

% 

91.8 

8.2 

------------------- - ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

TOTAL 85 100 
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attitudes toward the Chinese government while Newsweek 

reserved a little more of its condensational symbols to 

elicit positive feelings toward it: 8.2%. 
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